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one of them detached himself from the rest with the 
obvious intention of making my acquaintance. There 
are board schools in the city where more than a score of 
lusty young voices would claim hearty good fellowship 
if I happened to pass at closing time ; but among the 
scholars in this particular school I had no acquaintances. 
I felt there was more than chance in the encounter. 
Perhaps my Master had sent him to me. If it was so, 
I should soon find out the reason. I would talk to him. 
" Had he been to school ? " " Yes." " Did he learn 
to read and write and spell ? " Yes." " Could he do 
sums — addition, subtraction, multiplication ? " " More'n 
them," he answered indignantly, " I'm in fractions ! " 
"Where did he live?" The answer showed that our 
way lay together for more than half a mile yet. In- 
quiries as to his home and relations elicited the fact that 
his father was dead, that he lived with his mother and 
several little brothers and sisters, the home being pro- 
vided for by a brother of the dead father, who lived 
with them. A poor enough home, as the words and 
rags showed, but not afflicted with that dire need of food 
that would send a child to a stranger's side in hope of a 
meal. I would question him further. 

" And what do you intend to be when you grow to be. 
a man ? " I asked. 
'< A soldier ! " 

The answer came so promptly and with such evident 
relish that I almost forgot that it showed me the reason 
for our sudden acquaintance and absorbing conversation. 
I looked down at him — he had nearly forgotten the 
strange lady who asked so many questions. In his eyes 
were visions of scarlet-coated regiments, in his ears the 
sound of horses' feet, led by noise of bugle and band. I 
brought him back to realities. 

" Why do you choose to be a soldier ? " 
He hesitated — "O, soldiers are strong and big; I 
want to be strong and big." 

" It is not the soldiering that makes men big and 
strong," I said. " Is there any other reason for your 
choice?" 

" It 's grand to be a soldier," he said, looking down at 
his rags ; " look at their clothes ! " 

" Is it grand," I asked him, " when the regiments are 
orded out to battle, and hundreds of men on both sides 
are killed who have boys at home like you, needing 
food and clothes ? Is it grand when mothers are left 
alone to bring up the boys and girls because the fathers 
have been killed by dreadful wounds in a war ? " 

This was an argument he could understand, and he 
looked uncertain. But our ways were soon to separate, 
and I hastened to bring him to higher ground. In a 
very few words and very simply I told him of One who 
came to earth as a little child, and whose blessed name 
was " Prince of Peace." He, this Prince of Peace, was 
captain of an army whose watchword was Love, and 
whose battles were fought without bloodshed, but with 
every noble quality of bravery and courage that boy- 
hood most admires. Our Father in Heaven had sent 
his own Son to teach us to be good, and to love every- 
body, even our enemies, — would it not be better to 
enlist under his banner? Would it not be better to be 
a railway man as his father had been, and fight life's 
battles for mother and the baby ? 

It was a good deal for the little Arab to take in during 



the course of one short walk, — I am not quite sure that 
he understood it all, — but he nodded his head silently, 
and I thought I saw a tear. We had walked very slowly, 
but had come to the parting of the ways at last. What 
had I among my little parcels to bestow as a parting gift? 
Alas, my shopping was of a very grown-up nature, but 
I remembered the purchase of a small india-rubber pig 
that squeaked when you blew it up. Well that might 
serve, and the more favored child for whom it was in- 
tended might wait. 

I handed it over and walked away, pondering on the 
strange ways in which a servant of the King may be 
called upon to speak for Him, and as I gave one back- 
ward look, I saw my little Arab standing where I had 
left him, with the india-rubber pig clasped tightly to his 
breast. I hoped he was pondering too. — From the 
(London) Friend. 
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